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ORIGINAL OOMMUNICATIONS. 


THE NATIONAL ECLECTIC MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The Tenth Anniversary Meeting of the National Eclectic 
” Medical Association was held at Hershey Hall, in the city 
of Chicago, beginning on Wednesday, June 16, 1880, at 
10 a.m. The attendance was about one hundred and thirty- 
five. The President, Dr. Milbrey Green, having called to 
order, prayer was offered by Rev. Dr. Milligan. 

Prof. A. L. Clark, in behalf of the Eclectic Medical 
Society, of Chicago, addressed the Association, welcoming 
its members to Chicago, and tendering the hospitalities of 
the great Western metropolis. 

Dr. Green responded, thanking them for their courtesy. 
He proceeded then, to deliver his annual address. Its 
length precludes the preparing of a synopsis to do it 
justice. It was largely devoted to the subject of medical 
improvements, the higher standard of education, organiza- 
tion of reformed * physicians, the necessity of thorough 
training, microscopy, etc. He noted the undue facility 
with which degrees were conferred by colleges of every 
school, and licenses to practice by the various societies 
and examining boards. As though that was not enough, 
agencies, as well as corporations, existed, from which 
diplomas were procured by purchase. The attention of 
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the American Government had been directed to the matter, 
and endeavors were made to bring the offenders to justice, 
and put an end to the practice. 

President Green also urged the paramount importance 
of Hygiene and Sanitary Medicine, and declared in favor 
of stringent legislation, having public healthin view. He 
pleaded with physicians to devote themselves to benefitting 
the public, rather than to the amassing of princely fortunes, 
closing with the lines of Bailey: 

‘* We live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; 
In feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs, when they beat 
For God, for man, for duty. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best. 


Life is but a means unto an end—that end 
Beginning, means and end to all things—God.” 


The roll of officers was called. 

On motion of Dr. A. J. Howe, of Ohio, Dr. S. B. Munn, 
of Connecticut, was appointed Treasurer for the session, 
in the absence of Dr. Anton. 

_ Drs. C. E. Miles, of Massachusetts, J. T. Kent, of 
Missouri, L. EK. Russell, of Ohio, R. A. Gunn, of New 
York, and A. B. Wescott, of Illinois, were appointed a 
Committee on Credentials, 

~ The roll of States was called, and delegates found to be 
in attendance from seventeen State Societies, auxiliaries 
in Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Indiana, Michigan and 
Illinois, and from the Bennett. American, Cincinnati, and 
United States Medical Colleges. Of the living ex-Presi- 
dents, Dr. Stow alone was absent. Prof. Duncan, of 
Indiana, Dr. Shoemaker, of Iowa, Prof. King, of Ohio, Dr. 
Munn, of Connecticut, and Dr. Miles, of Massachusetts, 
were in attendance and took an active part in the pro- 
ceedings. 

Dr. H. K. Stratford, of Chicago, addressed the associa- 
tion with appropriate remarks, presenting the President in 
its behalf, with a gavel, ivory-headed, and bearing the 
inscription, “ Presented by H. K. Stratford, M.D., to the 
N. E. M. A., Chicago, June 16, 1880.” 
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President Green received the gift, thanking Dr. Strat- 
ford for his little testimonial and promising to use it in 
the service of the association, and to deliver it to his 
successor in office. | 

On motion of Dr. John King, the association accepted 
the present, and thanked Dr. Stratford for his graceful 
courtesy. 

A vote was taken to cancel the initiation fees of N. G. 
Smith and H. A. Bolles, which had never come into the 
hands of the Treasurer. 

Dr. Milton Jay, of Illinois, presented an invitation from 
the Alnmni Association of Bennett Medical College, to 
take an excursion upon Lake Michigan, in the evening, 


on the steamer Flora, which had been chartered for that 


purpose. 


On motion of Dr. King the invitation was accepted. 
Recess till afternoon. 


FIRST DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


On resuming the business of the day, the Secretary read 
a numerous list of papers, by title. 

Dr. A. J. Howe made a report on Surgery. He alluded 
to the production of bacteria, which he pronounced vege- 
table cells; but while praising ‘‘ Listerism,” predicted that 
its sntiiihimenens would prevent its general adoption. He 
recommended sulphur diet for hip disease, and spoke of 
oyariotomy as a modern invention, which had been 
performed with marked success. The use of the plaster- 
of-paris jacket, for spinal distortion was severely criticised. 

Dr. Albert Merrill reported a plan for the American 


Pharmacopoeia; which, on motion of Dr. McMaster, of 
Michigan, was adopted. 


Dr. R. A. Gunn, of New York, replied to Dr. Howe’s 


criticisms of the plaster-of-paris jacket. Drs. McMaster, 
and Younkin, of Missouri, participated. 
The Committee on Credentials reported favorably the 


names of twenty-five new members; who were accordingly 
elected. 


= 
bind 
‘ 
’ 
‘ 
%; 
\ 
¢ 
a 
| | 
a} 
? 
+. 
2 
+, 
| 
4 


244 THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


The Association adjourned. 


THE EXCURSION. 


At 8 o’clock, the steamer Flora set out from her wharf, 
having on board the Alumni of: Bennett Medical College 
and their guests of the National Eclectic Medical Associa- 
tion. President Green went on board, to greet the enter- 
tainers and members, but left at the moment of starting, 
to the great regret of numerous marriageable young ladies, 
who were manifestly unwilling to give him up. 

General hilarity prevailed; some congregated in groups 
to fight old battles over again, while others took their part 
of the mirth out in dancing. Everybody was delighted 
and left the boat: at a late hour pleased with their enter- 
tainers. | 

SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


The Association re-assembled at 9 A.M. 

Dr. Howe offered a resolution for the Electoral Com- 
mittee to meet at 11 o’clock for the election of officers, the 
by-laws to be amended for the purpose. 

Dr. Munn opposed the motion in an extended argument. 
Objection being made, the motion of Dr. Howe was not 
entertained. 

Dr. Younkin presented a propositiou from Dr. Albert 
Merrell, offering to publish the American Eclectic Phar- 
macapoeia at his own expense, if the title should be trans- 
ferred to him. He would carry out the plan and submit 
the proposition to the Committee of the Association for 
approval. 

Dr. King stated that the Association, a year ago, had 
paid him the honor of accepting the American Dispensatory 
as its standard. He had accordingly prepared a treatise 
on pharmacy to go with it, and desired tu know whether 
the two works would not conflict. 

Dr. Merrell answered in the negative; and on motion of 
Dr. Parker, of Ohio, the proposition was accepted. 

Dr. R. W. Geddes, of Massachusetts, read a paper upon 
The Influence of Heredity in Disease, which was referred to 
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the Publishing Committee. A paper on 7he Law of 
Fatigue, by Dr. E. Younkin, of* Missouri, was read by 
title and also referred. 

Dr. Gunn, from the Committee on Credentials, reported 
the names of eleven new members; and on motion of Dr. 
S. H. Potter, of Ohio, they were duly elected. 

Several other papers were now read by title and referred. 

Dr. Olin, of Fllinois, called attention to the case of a 
« burdock-burr, which had been found in the heart of a lady 
who died at Berea, Ohio. This phenomenon had been 
exhibited at the last year’s meeting of the Association, and 
had been commented upon more or less invidiously. He 
asked the appointment of a committee to investigate the 
matter. 

Drs. H. B. Piper, of Pennsylvania; R. H. Gunn, G. H. 
Merkel, C. E. Miles and ‘Younkin, were appointed. 

Dr. Piper read a paper on Medical Furisprudence, which 
was referred. It was a carefully considered paper, and 
contained valuable suggestions in regard to necropsy. 

The Association then took a recess. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The advantages of the plaster-of-paris jacket were duly 
set forth by Dr. R. A. Gunn, who had brought an inter- 
esting case for illustration. A cure was nearly effected. 

Dr. Younkin followed with a demonstration of the supe- 


rior merits of a felt jacket—his own contrivance. He 


exhibited an assortment, and showed their great utility 
convenience. 

Dr. Howe examined the case of a young man with a 
paralyzed arm, a misfortune occurring from a railroad 
accident. He declared the member permanently useless, 
and advised its amputation. 

Dr. Parker exhibited a pair of obstetrical forceps, the 
work of a manufacturer in Berea. They were examined 
and greatly admired. 

On motion of Dr. Hale, of Ohio, the Secretary was 


empowered and directed to prepare for publication all 
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papers duly submitted to the Association, and to procure 
their early printing and distribution. 


The name of Dr. Brown, a delegate from Wisconsin, was: 
reported favorably for permanent membership, and the 
candidate elected. 

Dr. McMaster called attention to an article going the 
rounds of the newspapers to the effect that John Buchanan, 
of Philadelphia, was President of the National Eclectic 
Medical Association. He was not even a member, never*® 
had been, and never could be. The body of which he 
pretended to be President never existed, but was a myth 
and as big a fraud as his diplomas. He had been arrested 
and half a ton of bogus diplomas had been found in his 
room, showing him to be the head manufacturer of bogus 
degrees. 


Dr. King paid his respects to the Philadelphia institu - 
tion. 

Dr. Piper, of Pennsylvania, said that the Kclectics of 
that State were keenly sensitive to the burning disgrace 
inflicted on them by these infamous enterprises. The 
chief persons concerned were this Buchanan, and one 
Bissell, who was his chief ‘‘pal.” Yet he thoughtit hardly | 
worth while to dignify them so much as thus to notice 
them, ‘‘ unless,” as he added, ‘‘it is to send a corporal’s 
guard down there and shoot those fellows at once. Iam 
in favor of summary measures. Through such men as 
these, Eclectics are brought into disrepute.” 


_ President Green stated that he had seen the ‘‘ snide” 
diplomas. They were dated 1878, whereas the charter 
bore the date of a year later. This showed the fraud 
conclusively. He, too, believed that any action in regard 
to these reprobates would only magnify their insignifi- 
cance. 

Dr. McMaster had been about to offer a resolution 
denouncing the traffic, but declared he would not do so. 


Dr. Howe desired that good Eclectics from States having 
no organizations should be eligible to membership here. 
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Good Keclectics from Arkansas or Texas were as much 
desired and were no less our allies and brothers than if 
they had the inestimable advantage of living in Boston. 
He criticised an alteration in the constitution, by which 
this had been rendered impracticable. 

Dr. Wilder explained. The amended constitution of 
1877, when reported, had contained a special provision for 
admission of such persons to membership: but on the 


-s motion of Dr. Scudder it was struck out. He said on that 


occasion that all such persons could join societies in neigh- 
boring States. 

Dr. Howe remarked that he often disagreed with Dr. 
Seudder, and moved to suspend the rules. The motion 
was carried and the cases referred. The candidates were 


requested to appear before the Committee on Credentials. 
On motion of Dr. Howe: 


Resolved, That the members of the National E. M. Asso- 
ciation hereby declare that they are in favor of the legal 
organization of State Boards, whose chief object is to 
suppress traffic in medical diplomas, and to expel from 
medical practice all such individuals who dispense medi- 
cines without a legitimate right to thus pursue an avoca- 
tion, provided, that the said Boards be so organized as not 


to be under the majority rule of any one school of medi- 
cine. 


Dr. Henry Olin delivered an address on emule After 


a full description of the structure of the ear and the action 
of its membranes, together with its various other disorders, 
he concluded by comparing the human ear to a telephone 
constantly charged with electric force, and always ready to 
convey messages of a pleasant or disagreeable character to 
the brain. 

The President ordered the call of the States for reports 
on the status of Eclectic medicine. 

Dr. J. A. McKleen gave a glowing account of Kclectic 
medicine in Lowa. 


Dr. McMaster reported twenty-two new Hee TEE in the 
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State Society of Michigan. He announced the prospect 
good for securing a chair of Eclectic medicine in ‘‘ the 
unequaled Michigan State University” at Ann Arbor. 

Dr. Furber carried all before him by his glowing 
description of Eclectic fortunes in the State of Kansas. 
There the Eclectics had secured the regular State authority 
for conferring licenses, while their Old-School adversaries 
have legally no incorporation as a medical society. 

Delegates from other States reported by title. 

Two more delegates were reported by Dr. Gunn, and 
duly elected to membership. | 

On motion of Dr. S. H, Potter, the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation were voted to Dr. Charles Band, of Crete, Ne- 
braska, who has a second time generously presented the 
Treasurer $100 in gold, to defray the expenses of the 
Association. 

Dr. Band, in a few words, somewhat diffidently but 
gracefully acknowledged the testimonial. 

Dr. Gunn, from the Committee of Five, reported that a 
partial examination had been made of the pathological 
specimen submitted by Dr. Olin. They had found im- 
bédded in the walls of the auricle some foreign substance, - 
the nature of which required a microscopic examination to 
determine positively the facts of the case. They requested 
the specimen to be sent to Dr. G. H. Merkel, for a careful 
examination and subsequent report. 

The report was accepted. 

Adjourned till morning. 


THE BANQUET. 


The Palmer House on Thursday evening was ablaze with 
glory. The halls'and parlors were thronged with fair 
ladies and gallant men; beauty glowed on every side. To 
the Chicago Eclectic Medical and Surgical Society is due 
all the credit of this brilliant display. Doctors without 
number graced the scene; no pill or potion was there to 
inspire terror ; for once the medical men were on an 
errand of peace. One gleam of polished steel alone be- 
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spoke the surgeon’s murderous skill. All else was peace. 
President Green was everywhere with his smiling counten- 
ance, winning golden opinions on all sides. Ex-presidents 
were numerous and in great demand. Dr. Piper, tall and 
lithe, also commanded great attention, and many an eye 
was cast askance at Dr. Kent. Dr. Davis presided with 
his usual grace and dignity. The repast and attendance 
was worthy of the Palmer House ; indeed, the four East- 
ern gentlemen, ‘‘ solid men,” were fain to confess that 
Chicago was worthy to be considered the Greater Boston. 


_ Festivity and gayety went together. ‘T'he flow of soul out-. 


rivaled the feast of reason. The prandium was succeeded 
by the usual toasts and speeches. President Green, who 
was not green save in spirit, demonstrated that public 
hygiene was the cure for stupidity, the common cause of 
death. Ex-President Munro exhibited the beauties of pro- 
fessional fraternity, and how it was exemplified by medical 
men. The response to the third toast, on Medical Educa- 
tion, was given by one of the ‘‘soundest casuists,” another 
ex-president, who was ‘‘ Miles away from Boston.” He 
paid a glowing tribute to the ladies, especially to an ex- 
cellent one at his side. ‘‘Our Mothers” were regally 
treated by the gallant, always young, Professor King. He 
dired to live a hundred years to be able to do his subject 
justice. Humor and eloquence contended for the palm. 
Then was discharged the ponderous Gunn. ‘‘Great Gods, 
how he talked.” The metropolis of America, he proved, 
was Chicago. Dr. Miles had shown that city to be almost 
as great as Boston, but Dr. Gunn made it utterly eclipse 
New York from sight. Then came Ex-President Shoe- 
maker, of Iowa, showing that tact in the practice of medi- 
cine infinitely transcended knowledge. Then arose A. 
Wilder than any who had spoken, the ladies alone claimed 
his attention. ‘‘All other things gave place.” He wished 
ninty-nine years instead of a hundred to President King, 
and praised the wives of all the presidents for their dis- 
creetness in accompanying their lords to Chicago. He 
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a noticed the status of women as explained by Blackstone, 
q illustrating it by the case of the Bokharian wife, who asked 
' a divorce from her husband for not loving her, because in 
three weeks of married life he had not whipped her. This 
was the honeymoon, Dr. Wilder’s speech should been 
heard to be appreciated, especially by the ladies. Like 
Fathom in the play, he had evidently been in love himself, 
and hardly successful in it, yet he could not get over ad- 
miring them. 

Dancing succeeded the other festivities, and continued 


till break of day. 


THIRD DAY——MORNING SESSION. 


At 9 o’clock, the association re-assembled. Dr. Russell, 
of Ohio, moved to proceed at 11 o’clock to the election of 
officers for the coming year. After several motions the 
resolution were adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Geddes, the thanks of the association 
were voted to the Eclectics of Chicago, and to the Alumni ' 
of Bennett College, for courtesy and hospitality generous- 
ly bestowed upon the members during the present session. 

On motion of Dr. Hale, the Secretary was directed to 
prepare for publication the proceedings and papers sub- 
mitted this year. 

The Finance Committee reported that they had been un-- 
able to complete their duty, and a motion was adopted to 
continue the committee with full powers during the com- 
ing year. 

Dr. Clark read his report upon gynecology, which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Dr. Merkel also reported on microscopy. 

Dr. Jay delivered a paper on tracheotomy, which elicited 
much i inquiry. 

Various other papers were read by title. 

Dr. McMaster read a paper on the inebriety on criminal 
statistics. 

Dr. Baker submitted a motion which was amended by 
Dr. Green to provide for the arranging of subjects in 
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bureaus or standing committees for reports at subsequent 
SessiOns. 
_ Dr. Springsteen read a paper by title on the education 
of young children. 

Recess till afternoon. 


. THIRD DAY——CLOSING SESSION. 


Dr. Gunn presented the report of the Electoral Com- 

mittee. The following officers were elected for the year. 
_ President, Anson L. Clark, of Chicago; First Vice-Presi- 
dent, Vincent A. Baker, of Michigan; Second Vice-Presi- 
dent, Henry B. Piper, of Pennsylvania; Third Vice-Presi- 
dent, Albert G. Springsteen, of Ohio; Secretary, Alexan- 
der, New York; Treasurer, James Anton, Ohio. 

For place of meeting the Suffrage Committee had been 
divided between Detroit, Buffalo, Altoona, St. Louis, and 
Topeka, in Kansas. 

A lively discussion arose in regard to the selection of the 
place of meeting. Dr. Kermott yielded to the claims of 
St. Louis. Dr. Wilder protested against going away from 
a central locality, and alluded to the meeting at Washing- 
ton as an example in point, and besought the Association 
not to hazard the risk of a slim attendance; St. Louis had 
a single advocate on the floor, persuasive and eloquent, 
but all her other representatives had long since gone home. 

Dr. Furber, of Kansas, made an overpowering appeal in 
behalf of going to Topeka. It was well nigh irresistible, 
but a bare majority decided upon St. Louis. 

Dr. 8S. H. Potter moved that the California Eclectic 
Medical College be acknowledged among the institutions 
recognized by the association. Adopted. 

Dr. Wilder exhibited one of the diplomas of member- 
ship, the name of which had been inserted in a beautiful 
text, by Fred. W. Porter, of Chicago. For the service 
the association was indebted to the good offices of Dr. H. 
K. Stratford, at whose instance Mr. Porter had generously 
volunteered to do this work. Dr. Wilder offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 
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Resolved, That the thanks of the National Eclectic Medi- 
cal Association are due, and are hereby rendered, to Mr. 
Fred. W. Porter, for his kindness and courtesy to the 
members, shown in his beautiful work, as displayed in 
their certificates, and likewise to Dr. H. K. Stratford, for 
his forethought in securing Mr. Potter’s services on this 
occasion. 

Dr. Miles called the attention of the association to the 
treatment received by the committee appointed to examine 
a pathological specimen, complaining that they were re- 
quired to solve an important question, and yet a specimen 
had been withheld from examination. Dr. Piper also 


spoke severely upon the subject and asked that the com- 
mittee be discharged. 


President Green thought that there was some misunder- 
standing. He was very sure that Prof. Olin would fur- 
nish sections of the heart it desired. 


On motion of Dr. L. EH. Rssels, a resolution was adop- 
ted setting apart the morning of the second day of each 
meeting of the Association to the consideration of medi- 
cal and surgical clinical cases. 


The new officers were now installed. President Clark 
was introdued to the association by Dr. Potter, of Ohio. 
President Green presented to him a gravel, congratulating 
him upon his election and wishing a successful adminis- 
tration. 

The new President made a brief address, thanking the 
association and promising his best endeavors to promote 
its prosperity. 

The Vice Presidents were also installed, each making 
speeches appropriate to the occasion. 

A resolution of thanks to President Green was offered. 
Dr. Miles seconded it, paying a warm tribute for his in- 
dustry, patience, discretion and disinterestedness. 


Dr. Wilder would not concede that President Green was 
patient, but the reverse. But he added, that if any error 
had been made by Dr. Green, it was from his intense ac- 
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tivity and desire to advance the welfare and best interests 
of the association, and the results of his work were now be- 
fore them. 

The vote was taken by rising, and all the members 
were on their feet at once. 

Dr. Green responded to the ovation, and urged the im- 
portance of increasing the membership and efficiency of 
local organizations. Their society in Boston, for years, 
had but four members; but they always attended; Dr. 
Geddes coming regularily, all the way from Winchendon. 
Now they had a large membership. 

On motion of Dr. Wilder: 


Resolved, That Dr. H. K. Stratford be hereby appointed 
Treasurer ad interim, with full power to adjust the finances 
of this association, and so relieve the Treasurer elect of 
all trouble and embarrassment in the matter. 


Dr. Olin, as a question of privilege, read the following 
letter from Prof. Piper: 


‘“‘'This is to certify that I have examined the heart which 


is in possession of Dr. Olin, and am fully satisfied that it 


contains a burdock-burr, which has been encrusted there 
by process of growth of tissue. Dr. R. A. PIPER.” 

Dr. Gunn replied that there were microscopists in the 
Kast as able as any in America; Prof. Piper had made no 
examination except such as a committee had already made, 
and which was not conclusive. There was no good reason 
why the specimen should not be permitted to be examined 
fully and adequately. He meant no reflection on Dr. 
Olin, who might himself have been misled. 


Dr. Olin declared that a section of the heart and burr 


had been offered to this committee in good faith. 


A resolution was adopted, asking a section of the heart ° 


for examination by Dr. Merkel. 


The secretary read a notice of Dr. Pitzer, proposing an 


amendment of the by-laws, was to hold elections on the 
second meeting day. 


Qn motion of Dr. Milton Jay the association then ad- 
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journed to*meet in the city of St. Louis on Wodnesday 
morning, June 15, 1881. 


Thus concluded the tenth and most interesting as well 
as successful session of this organization. 


A CASE IN PRACTICE. 


JOHN FEARN, M. D., OAKLAND. 


A well known surgeon has truly said: “ There is more 
eclat in taking of a limb than in saving the injured mem- 
ber.” And in this way the conservative surgeon will fre- 
quently be less popular than his more heroic brother, _ 

But this popularity is only ephemeral, common-sense 
teaches us that the surgeon, who by care and judicious 
treatment saves a limb is worthy of a higher meed of praise, 
and deserves a more lasting gratitude, than the surgeon 
who laps off that which might have been saved. 

But there is one point about which amongst practical 
men there never can be more than one opinion, that is 
this: As a rule it is far easier to lop off than to save. 

In deciding .what course to pursue in these cases there 


are many things to be considered; and in crushing injur- 


ies, where the muscular and osseous structures are both 
involved, even when there seems to be a good prospect of 
recovery, it is well not to be too positive in promising a 
favorable result, for with many, one failure will count 
more than a score of successes. | 

To illustrate, I will cite a case from my practice. A 
few months ago a young man, about 30 years old, pre- 


sented himself for treatment. The first two joints of first 


finger of left hand were badly crushed. Before I took off 
the temporary wrappings, the patient told me the finger 


‘ was badly crushed, but he would like me to save it if 


possible. After .closely examining it, I thought I had 
saved much worse cases. 
And in answer to the patient’s inquires, I ited him 
that I would try to save it but could not promise a success, 
I dressed the finger, using carbolic dressings, and for a 
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time all seemed well, but in the second week such changes 
took place that l amputated through the second phalanges, 
at the end of one week, instead of healing the flaps seemed 
to be melting away, not one speck of healthy granulation, 
and altogether the outlook was very discouraging. I ex- 
amined very carefuyly into the patient’s health, I could find 
no special lesions; all the excretions seemed normal. 

But I decided on a change, I drew the ends of stump 
snugly together with isinglass plaster, placed over that a 
plaster spread very thin with Mayer’s Ointment. 

Internally I prescribed: 

Sol. -Mag. Sulph...... 31ij. 
K. Ex. Rumex Crisp............ Zi. 
M Sig- 31) ter in die. 

On the second day, when I redressed the stump, I found 
a very heavy discharge, the old slough was being thrown 
off, and I was rejoiced to see healthy granulations dotted 
over the surface. ‘The chasm was soon filled up, and in a 
very short time a good stump was the result, due, as I be- 
lieve, to the Mayers’ ointment, Since the above case, I 
have used this ointment with success, in a case where it 
seemed before the application, as if a portion of the thumb 
must inevitably be lost, a speedy cure was the result. 

In ulcers and wounds where they are sluggish, and 
seem to have no recuperative force, and where a stimulant 
is needed, Mayers’ ointment is one of the best applications. 
But with the rush of antiseptics it his been pushed back. 

And I write this to help recall it once more to that pro- 
minence it long held and still so richly deserves. 


BROMIDE OF BTEYL. 


BY D. D. CROWLEY, M. D., OAKLAND, CAL. 


“The bromide of ethyl, though discovered in the early 
part of this century, has not until recently received any 
special attention. It was used from time to time upon 
animals, Drs. Levis and Trumbull during the last two 
years, have made numerous experiments, and it acted so 
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| | admirably in their hands that they have placed it before 
i the medical profession as an efficient anawsthetic. Its 
‘| action being effective, it now occupies with many surgeons 
Hi a foremost place as an anesthetic. 

Chemically it is composed of C?, H®, Br. The boiling 
point is 105° F, and its density 1,419 at 59° F. 
It has a sweet taste with an etheral odor, and is not as 
acrid as chloroform. It is colorless and very volatile; only 


slightly soluable in water, but mixes with it, and with 
alcohol and ether in all proportions. It is not inflam- 
mable, and owing to its rapid evaporation a flame is ex- 
tinguished some distance away. 
I accepted an invitation from Dr. L. to be present at 
his office during the administration of this anesthetic, 
and carefully noted the following conditions: : 
The patient talked coherently during its inhalation, 
announcing from time to time that he was not yet in a fit 
condition to have his molars removed. At the termination 
i of three minutes he was comptely anezsthetised. 
I The normal pulse was 78, full and strong; respiration 
i 19. During partial anzsthesia, the pulse increased to 115, 
i weak and small; respiration 25, pupils dilated and face 
‘flushed. 
i During complete anzsthesia, the pulse receded to 100, 
stronger and fuller than in the preceding stage, respiration 
i 21, pupils still dilated, and face more flushed. In seven 
minutes ten teeth were extracted and the patient was com- 

pletely from under the influence of the ethyl, with the ex- 
% ception of a slight numbness which was universal. ‘There 
| was no tendency toward sleep, whizzing sensation in the 
head, or sluggishness, which accompanies chloroform, but 
instead, within two minutes after its inhalation, the patient 
was as active as ever. The dilated pupils, abnormity of 
the pulse, and respiration soon passed away, but the face 
remained flushed for some time. 

I have since administered the ethyl bromide for Dr. C. 
with varied results, each time making the necessary pre- 
parations that it might be given without any interruption. 
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Casr I. Two minutes were occupied in causing anss- 
thesia, two teeth were extracted and in three minutes the 
patient was talking freely; suffering no ill effects. Though 


there was motion of the extremities during the operation 
no pain was realized. 


There was a slight dilation of the pupils, rapid pulse, 
increase of respiration, and flushed face. The conditions 


increasing and decreasing in nearly the same manner as in 
_ the previous case. 


CasE II. Two drachms of the ethyl were used to pro- 
duce anzsthesia, which occurred in nearly the same time 
as in the former cases, but as the jaws were firmly fixed, it 
made it impossible to extract the teeth; and while efforts 
were made to separate them, the patient revived. Anss- 
thesia was again and again produced, each time accom- 
panied with perfect relaxation of the extremities, but with- 
out relaxation of the muscles of the jaws. At each sub- 
sequent administration, the patient became more excitable, 
pulse 140, respiration 30, face intensly flushed, but con- 
trary to the usual rule the pupils did not dilate. At last a 


single inhalation of the ethyl would cause the patient to 
become uncontrollable. 


About twelve minutes were occupied in administering 
two ounces and one-half of the ethyl. Owing to the ex- 
citable condition of the patient, with retching and vomit- 
ing and intensity of each of the symptoms, we concluded 
to suspend its use, after which the patient complained of 
no bad effects except stiffness of the muscles. 


In addition to what I observed in the first two cases, 
I observed in this, that when the patient is once anaes- 
thetized, there should be no intervals where reanimation 
occurs until the operation is completed, or if at first too 
much air be inhaled with the ethyl that the patient be- 
comes excitable; it is well to suspend its use. 

How to administer this agent is a matter of the utmost 
importance, yet it does not require the same skill as either 
chloroform or ether. If it be improperly administered, 


mS 
1 ae 
4 
ia 
| 
e 
q% 
ae 
4 
4. 
¥ 
/ 
> 
f, 
4 
} 
‘ 
wis | 


oe 


—— 


on ~ 
- 


~ 


~. 


= 
- 


- . 


>- 


> 


258 THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


evil effects may arise, such as excitability, vomiting and in- 
complete anesthesia. 
The bromide of ethyl should be poured on a napkin, 


‘folded within another of sufficient size to cover the entire 


face, and held in contact with the mouth and nose, not 
allowing a single inhalation to occur except the air is laden 
with ethyl. This precaution should be observed on ac- 
count of the excitability which may arise from too great a 
quantity of atmospheric air. Only one drachm should be 
used at a time, and that amount renewed every minute, 
until the patient becomes insensible, which is generally at 


the termination of two or three minutes. 


During the operation it is necessary that its administra- 
tion should be repeated at least every two or three minutes, 
on account of its effects being evanescent. The same 


reason will prevent its use in prolonged operations about 
the face. 


The question naturally arises, how does this agent excel 


chloroform or ether as an anesthetic. It does in many 
respects. The required effect is produced in a briefer 
period, and after the suspension of its use, it rapidly dis- 


appears without any of the disagreeable conditions that 


follow that of chloroform or ether. 

Its rapid elimination by the means of the lungs and 
kidneys indicate that those organs should be in a normal 
condition, but we will suppose for a moment that either of 
them are diseased, and that only four or five drachms of 


the ethyl is used during the operation, the quantity of bro- 


mine retained in the system would not be sufficient to pro- 
duce bromine poisoning. 


EPILEPSY. 
[Continued from page 207.) 


BY J. H. BUNDY, M.D.,"OAKLAND, CAL. 

The convulsions of epilepsy may be divided into three 
stages; Ist, that of ¢ozic convulsions; 2d, that of clonic; 
and 3d, that of an apoplectiform condition. The first stage 
lasting from fifteen to forty seconds; the second, from half 
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— to two or three minutes, the third, from a few hours to two 
or three days, according to the variety and severity of the 
attack. This constitutes the variety grand mal, the most 
striking and the most familiarly known form of epilepsy. 
Epileptic seizures of this variety very often, especially in 


the beginning, occur during the night; and an individual 
may be thus afflicted for a number of years, and nobody, 


not even himself, beware of the existence of this dreaded 
malady. Certain phenomena, however, usually enable us 
to recognize the occurrence of the attacks, such as con- 
tusions of a more or less serious nature, caused by the 
severity of the convulsions, of which he bears traces at 
least on some part of his body. Echymoses are pretty 
sure to be found the succeeding day upon the neck, chest, 
and often the forehead, and are pretty certain and constant 


diagnostic features of the zocturnal variety. The noctrunal 


attacks usually occur soon after the patient first falls 
- asleep, but sometimes not until after several hours of 
sleep have been indulged in, usually two or three o’clock 
in the morning. While it is usually of the grand mal, it 
is not necessarily so, for in epilepsy we see the extremes 
of transformation from the most severe of the grand ma 


to the slightest /it.of absence of the petit mal, which may be — 


nocturnal. The nocturnal then may be a variety of either 
the grand or petit mal. The grand ma/, which had first 
been the primal manifestation of the disease, becomes 
modified; the attacks diminish in violence, and the indi- 
vidual becomes subject to fetit mal, which 1s simply 
epileptic vertigo. This vertigo is a manifestation of 


epilepsy which is not generally familiar to practitioners, © 


and errors of diagnosis are often committed and followed 
by dangerous consequences, through a very grave disease 


being represented as a trifling ailment. The forms of this | 


vertigo are numerous, but, however numerous or various, 
the disease ts always the same; and these transient, strange 
phenomena, which sometimes consist only in giddiness, in 
a sort of astonishment, in ecstacy, or in what has been 
termed a fit of absence, are identical in their nature with 
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the violent convulsions which characterize an attack of © 
grand mal, ven more, for vertigo is to a certain extent 
much more characteristic of epilepsy than convulsions are. 
The latter, indeed, may be a symptom of other diseases, 
however much they differ from epilepsy, are frequently 
confounded with it. Thus, in females, hysterical fits 
resemble epilepsy so closely as to be mistaken for it, and 
those who have had occasion to observe, know: how difficult 
it is in some cases to distinguish between the two affec- 
tions. Epileptic vertigo, on the contrary, as well as the 
vertigo of eclampsia, has a special physiognomy, which, 
when studied and watched for, need not be confounded 
with anything else. When the convulsive condition is 
almost continuous, it is termed status epilepticus, and here 
something peculiar occurs. The patient has a fit of grand 
mat, then every two seconds slight convulsive movements, 
transient and scarcely visible, affect his face, neck, and 
limbs, and these recur in the same way for the space of 
from two to five hours. This is certainly a continuous 
convulsive attack; but it must be observed that it 1s no 


longer an attack of grand mai, but is a different form of 


seizure, dependent on a peculiar irritable condition of the 
brain and spinal cord. This is what is understood by a 
continuous attack, and it occurs more frequently in cases 
of eclampsis than in epilepsy. In other instances, again, 
the fit occurs as usual, but is extremely slight. There are 
tetanic convulsions, but only for an inappreciable time; 
clonic convulsions follow, and after a few seconds the 
stage of stupor comes on, and is as transient and as slightly 
marked as the preceding. ‘The patient gets up, and the 
attack has scarcely lasted a minute. There are still 
different forms from those already mentioned, and they 


are, as it were, transitions between attacks of grand mal 


and other manifestations of epilepsy. -No case of epilepsy 
is more genuine than that in which the fit occurs quietly, 
without any extensive movements and without much noise. 
Tn epileptic vertigo, as in grand mal, suddenly, and without 
any premonitory symptoms, the individual experiences a 
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kind of astonishment, becomes absent as it were. If in 
conversation at the time, suddenly stops in the middle of 
a phrase, looks bewildered, neither sees, hears, nor feels 
anything. He is in a kind of ecstacy, but yet he does not 
fall. We meet with individuals who are able to perform 
certain acts during epileptic vertigo, who can answer when 
spoken to, although they are not conscious of their answers. 
There are other disorders of innervation belonging to the 
same group as those mentioned—awra efileptica. These 
singular disturbances of the nervous system, which some- 
times usher in epileptic seizures, are perhaps more frequent 
in cases of grand mal than of petit mal. The aura may 
begin in the hand, arm, or other parts of the body, and 
gradually extend to the head or not. It may be visceral— 
starting from some internal organ. It has been said that 
this visceral aura escapes the observation of the physician 
the more easily from its simulating other affections in a 
numerous class of eases. If it begin in the stomach or 
uterus, or if it be accompanied by that sense of constriction 
in the throat which is assigned as one of the characteristics 
of hysteria, especially if occurring in a young female, it 
may be confounded with the aura hysterica. Observation, 
and a careful examination of the symptoms, will enable us 
to distinguish one from the other, however. Although 
both aura hysterica and epileptica seem to start from 
the same point, the aura hysterica does not pass 
with the same rapidity, nor does it set in with the 
same suddenness. The hysterical spasms persist longer 
than the epileptic sensations. ‘The latter, whether con- 
sisting in giddiness or convulsions, scarcely last, a few 
seconds—one or two minutes at most—although they leave 


behind them the apoplectic stupor. In hysteria the dura- 


tion of the symptoms is entirely different, and when they 
have passed off, the patient feels nothing which can be 


compared with the bewilderment of an epileptic. Aura 


epileptica is sometimes the only manifestation of epilepsy, 
is confined to one spot, does not spread to any extent, and 
is termed partial epilepsy. 
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The vertiginous form of epilepsy is the one most fre- 
quently met with (petit mal). A characteristic of this 
form of the disease is the great frequency ot the fits. The 
patient may have from 50 to 100 in 24 hours, whilst this 
is never the case with the convulsive form. With regard 


to the frequency of seizure, some persons may, in the 


whole course of their lives, suffer very few attacks, these 
recurring at variable intervals; or they may have a single 
attack only. Sometimes the fits come periodically, at 
nearly equidistant intervals, or they follow one another in 
rapid succession, as in a series, and then cease for a long 
time. Again they occur every two months, every month, 
every fortnight, every week, and even every day. They 
may again occur so frequent, as in the condition termed 


status epilepticus, that they run into one another and 


simulate a continued attack, which lasts over two or three 
days. 

The fits of petit mal being so considerably more frequent 
than those of grand mal, it is perfectly conceivable then 
that dementia should be more rapidly brought on in such 


cases, since the central disorders which precede, follow or 


accompany the epileptic seizures, being repeated at short 

intervals, more quickly produce impairment of the intel- 

lectual faculties, as an almost fatal consequence. 
(Zo be continued.) 


CIMICIFUGA RACEMOSA, 

BY C. H. HOUPT, M.D., SAN FRANCISCO. 
I believe that when you meet with a remedy that agree- 
ably surprises you in its action, and especially when that 
action is only briefly noticed in some of the medical 


authorities, and passed entirely in most of them, I say 


when such is your experience, it is your duty to give others 
the benefit of your discoveries. _ 

In a case of cervical endometritis, [ used the above drug 
with good success. ‘The patient was 40 years of age, and 
had most of her life been a sufferer from menorrhagia and 
dysmenorrhea. She had been twice married, but had 
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borne no children. It was about six years ago when her 
_ present trouble demanded medical aid. She had doctors 
oft and many; from the most celebrated surgeon of his 
locality to the obscure lady homeopath. What the patient 
took and what was applied, I am not prepared to say, as 
the patient does not know, but she is well posted as to the 
result. I am well satisfied that the lady had the full 
benefit of the treatment for endometritis as laid down in 
the books, even to the application of nitric acid, for the 
agony she describes simulates that kind of treatment, and 
still that ‘‘ropy discharge,” as a prominent lady physician 
of this city remarked, ‘‘was yery hard to get rid of.” 

As any one may well suppose, a patient suffering so many 
years from endometritis would not do so uncomplicated; 
but it is not my purpose here to follow the treatment of 
the case. The intention of this article is to call attention 
to cimicifuga in these cases. I gave the patient five drops 
of the fluid extract of cimicifuga three days a day in a tea- 
spoonful of water. So perfect and rapid was its action on 
the mucous membrane, that the patient had not been taking 
the medicine three days before she complained of “dry- 
ness of the mouth.” I changed the dose to twice a day, 
and kept it up until the menstrual period. After that had 
passed, the medicine was resumed, and so on for three 
months. After the first period there was zo ‘‘ropy dis- 
charge,” the absence of this had not been noted by the 
patient during any other treatment; the leucorrhea, which 
had always been profuse, many times requiring the wearing 
of a napkin, was now nothing to speak of—in fact normal. 

As there has been no returngsince, I claim that the disease _ 
is under control. | 

I do not wish to be understood as maintaining that cimi- 
cifuga will cure, or even help, every case of endometritis; 

but that when you want a remedy to act on the mucous 
membranes, cimicifuga is worth trying before the fast 
multiplying, and, in many instances, overrated new reme- 


dies are used. Cimicifuga is abundant, and too cheap to 
be adulterated. 
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RATIONAL MEDICINE. 


Adverting now to the fact (previously introduced as a 
physiological truth) that all the phenomena of vitality, 
whether of normal or of abnormal character, express and 
are caused by actions and (or) conditions in the body, the 
character and causation of which are determined by those _ 
peculiar attributes of material constitution and structure, 
of vitality, of dynamic endowment, and of organic rela- 
tions, which are distinctive of the organs and elements of 
the animate apparatus of organic or vital causation; it 
becomes evident that the rational definition, ‘heory of the 
fact of Disease is as follows, viz: 


On account of some external influence, or of some 
internal interference, a determinate modification is accom- 
plished of some attribute of the material constitution or 


structure, of the vital, or of (other) dynamic endowments, 


or of the organic relations, proper to and essentially 
distinctive of the healthy organs and elements of the 
healthy body. In other words, there is effected, somehow, 
some specific change of some structural attribute, or of 
some functional power or property characteristic, of and 
uecessary to the organs’ and elements, in order to the 
normal state and activities of the body, of which they are 
the structural units, the life (normal or abnormal) of which 
they are the material causative antecedents, and through 
which only the character of its LIFE can be effectively 
influenced. Of these changes or, modifications of the 
attributes of these organs and elements, the manifestations 
of abnormal action and condition in the body which are 


' distinctive of disease, are expressions representing and 


proving the fact of such changes; while the identity of 
disease itself is in the changes (of attributes, in the organs 
or elements; of character, in their actions and conditions) 
themselves: in each change expressed in each abnormal 
manifestation. 


Coming next to the study of the conditions and means 
of influencing the powers and processes of the body, to re- 
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establishment of its normal state and activities; in the 
light of the foregoing facts, it is readily and truly apparent 
that the conditions on which depend success of the inten- 
tion of practical medicine are rationally those on which 
alone it is possible to affect those peculiarities and prop- 
erties (of the organs and elements of the body), on modifi- 
cation of which depends production of any change (normal 
or abnormal) of the character of actions or conditions in 
the body. And not only is it required to be able to affect 
these organs and elements to induction of change of their 
attributes and powers; but so to affect them,—in such 
respect and to such degree,—as to re-convert the abnormal 
of the affected organ or elements to its normal character 
and state. 

Assuredly, therefore, as fundamental conditions of the 
intelligent endeavor to cure disease, there is necessary a 
knowledge : 

a. Of the particular material and structural attributes; 
of the specific qualities and degrees of vital and other 
dynamic endowments; and of the definite organic relations 
of each efficiently healthy organ and element. (Must 
know these either in themselves or in their expressed 
effects.) Then, 

6. Of the specific nature and direction of modification 
of each organ or element, whose WRONG of action or condi- 
tion is expressed in, and underlies each abnormal mani- 
festation; and 

c. Of the identical dependency, or cause of persistence 
of each change from the normal of each unit (organ or 
element) of the body. 

All this knowledge acquired, it yet remains to secure 
knowledge and command of means and expedients adapted 
and efficient to affect such organ and element in such 
respect and to such degree as will reverse the change 
and correct the abnormal action or condition which 
resulted from it. 

Comprehensively these statements indicate the condi- 
tions fundamental to a rational medication. A further 
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development of these truths, with the introduction of 
therapeutic facts, will exhibit their practical significance 
and illustrate the RATIONALE of their application. Dzis- 
EASE is a WRONG life-—nothing less, more or else: and 
the cure of Disease is correction of the wronas of the 
powers, properties or relations of the material causative 


antecedents of life. 
J. J. K***x, M.D, 


EDITORIALS. 


DYSMENORRHOEA. 

One of the most frequent derangements of the menstrual 
functions is that of dysmenorrhoea. It is dependent upon 
a morbid irritability of the uterus, or of the nerves con- 
nected with it. It has been divided into the mechanical, 
inflammatory and neuralgic, and which ever form it takes 
on, is exceedingly painful and troublesome. The mechan- 
ical is the form we have more frequently met with, affecting 
young or unmarried females. It is, without doubt, owing 
to a constriction or narrowing of the canal of the cervix, 
and by this means clots are very liable to form, the expul- 
sion of which requires considerable uterine contraction, 
hence the pain. The following though old, whatever the 
form of the difficulty, will prove most successful, and there. 
are few cases that immediate relief will not follow its 
administration: Fld. ext. Viburnum Opulus 3i; fid. ext. 
caulophyllum thal. Zss.; fid. ext. gelseminum 3il.; syr. 
simp., 311. ss.. M. 8.; teaspoonful every hour until three 
doses have been taken: then every two or three hours, 
commencing when the periods come on. 


There are few cases of painful menstruation that this 
will not cure, if given two or three times daily between the 
periods, whatever their form —two months usually being 
sufficient time to accomplish it. There are other remedies 
of course that will cure dysmenorrhea, such as pulsatilla, 


macrotys, rhus-tox, etc., etc., bnt none have given us the 
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satisfaction that the above formula has to promptly relieve 
and permanently cure. 

This is often confounded with the snow ball ( Vzbrunum 
Roseam). It is an old remedy, but it is one of the most 
safe, certain and reliable anti-spasmodics found in our 
materia medica. For the relief of cramps and spasmodic 
pains, no matter from what cause they arise, we know of 
no remedy of so great general utility. It exerts a won- 
derful control over muscular fibre, and acts with great 
promptitude. Like many other OLD REMEDIES, for unknown 
reasons, it has been sadly neglected or dropped. We 
incline to the opinion that its having been confounded 
with, and substituted by other drugs is the cause of its 
neglect. So reliable a drug should never gain disfavor, 
There is no derangement of the uterine system.in which it 
is not admissible, and none in which it is not beneficial. 
Cramping pains in the limbs, whether arising from the 
irritation produced by a gravid uterus, or in females past 
the turn of life, and yet troubled with some uterine 
disturbance, are more generally and radically relieved by 
the High Cranberry than any other remedy—gelseminum 
not excepted. For the cramps which affect the female 
during the period of utero-gestation, it is the most safe 
and certain we have. In dysmenorrhea we have used it 
with the most decidedly beneficial results, both alone and. 
in combination with other agents. For the relief of after- 
pains it is equally beneficial. When there is threatened 
abortion from over-exertion or mental excitement, we have, 
in the viburnum, one of the most reliable agents for its 
prevention. False labor pains are readily controlled by 
it, and the action of the uterine nerves regulated and 
harmonized. Notwithstanding its peculiar control over 
spasm, it will not be found to interfere with true labor 
pains, but on the contrary to stimulate and regulate them. 
It admits of many combinations with other remedies, and 
its action often enhanced by them. The action of gelse- 
minum is frequently largely increased by combining it 
with the viburnum. In bilious colic, dioscorea will act 
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much more certainly and promptly when combined with it. 
While its action is mainly anti-spasmodic, it will be found 
to possess tonic and astringent properties. Not only is it 
of almost universal application in the treatment of the 
diseases peculiar to females, but also in a variety of other 
affections, both on account of its own remedial properties, - 
and as an agent for modifying the action of other medi- 
cines. Let it be re-studied. 


THE INHALATION OF QZONIZED AIR. 


The inhalation of ozonized air in pulmonary affections 
has been highly recommended by good authorities, while 
it has beeu condemned by equally as eminent. From 
experiments made with ozone it has been clearly demon- 
strated that it depresses the nervous system, diminishes 
the number of normal respirations, and the force and 
frequency of the heart. It also diminishes the amonnt of 
carbonic acid which should be eliminated from the system, 
and of oxygen absorbed. Ii ozonied air, in the proportion 
of one part ozone to one hundred by weight of atmospheric 


air, be breathed for an hour, it produces bronchitis, which 


may result fatally. | Ozonized air is inhaled with the idea 
that the ozone is absorbed into the blood. There is no 
evidence to show that itis. Were it so, the blood would 
be decolorized, from the union of ozone with the haemo- 
globin. It is doubtful that it can have any beneficial 
effect in lung affections, from its depression of the nervous 
and vascular systems, and wiritating influence on the 
pulmonary mucous membrane. 


SUMMER COMPLAINT. 


This is the season in which children are attacked with 
diarrhea. We must remember that this depends upon 
two conditions—ATONY and IRRITATION. If this is carefully 
kept in view, we will have but little trouble in their man- 
agement. The discharges in the diarrhoea from ATONY are 
watery, light colored and pass without much pain. The 
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by the child passes bowels in much 
the same condition as when taken—-undigested. 

For this form of diarrhoea there is nothing that excels 
the syr. rhei et potass. co., in teaspoonful doses every hour © 
until the character of the discharges is changed, then half — 
the quantity every two or three hours, carefully regulating - 
the diet. 

The discharges in the diarrhoea from irritation are 
acrid, dark colored, often green as chopped grass, pro- 
ducing considerable paih and uneasiness before and during 
stool. The temperature is increased; slight febrile action; 
the skin usually dry and harsh, and the child more or less 
peevish and restless. This form of diarrhoea is usually 
controlled with gelseminum, aconite and ipecac. Say-— 
Fld. ext. gelseminum; tr. ipecac aa gtts xx; aqua dist. 
3lv.m.s.; teaspoonful every one or two hours. Or, aconite 
may take the place of the gelseminum, and answers a better 
purpose in some cases. | 

If there is gastric irritation, the indications would be 
filled by some of the following: Cold infusion of peach 
leaves or twigs; ipecac; bismuth sub. nit.; tr. opi. et 
camph., etc.; some ONE, or a proper combination of some 
of them, withholding drinks and food until the irritation 
ceases. egulation of the diet forms an important part of 
the treatment. The following is a good formula: B bis- 
muth sub. nit. 3ij, tr. opii. et caumph. 3ii. ss.; syr. acacia, 
aqua mentha pip. aa 3i.; M.S. Teaspoonful every one or 
two hours, shaking well. 


THE STIGMATA OF MAIZE. el 

This agent is found very beneficial in gravel rene 
colic. Its administration in nephritic colic relieves the 
distressing pains very rapidly, at the same time increasing 
the secretion of urine. It has also been found valuable in 
vesical catarrh, appearing to possess an elective affinity 
for the mucous membrane of the bladder. It acts asa 
dieretic not only in diseases affecting the urinary organs, 
but also in disease affecting the vascular system. 
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RHINCANTHUS COMMUNIS. 

This plant is a native of the Island of Siam. A tincture 
made from the fibres of the root is used extensively by 
the Chinese, who import the article in large quantities. 
As a remedy for the cure of ringworm and other skin 
diseases it is valued very highly. It is somewhat similar 
to chrysophanic acid in its therapeutic properties. 


SEMABO CEDRON. 

A nativeof New Granada. The seeds of this plant have 
been used by the natives for a long time as a remedy in 
fevers and snake bites. In obstinate cases of intermittent 
fevers it has been found superior to quinine. It is admin- 
istered during the cold stage in doses of about 8 grains. 


THE OPIUM HABIT—A POSSIBLE ANTIDOTE. 


PAPER BY E. R. PALMER, M.D., PROFESSOR OF PHYSIOLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF 
LOUISVILLE. 


The paper of Prof. Palmer on a possible antidote to the 


- opium habit, which is republished herewith from the Med- 


cal News, is interesting, and the discovery therein con- 
tained, if it proves to be a discovery, is wl important. | 
Messrs. Parke, Davis & Co., manufacturing chemists, of 
Detroit, were the first to introduce the coca to the American 
market, and their enterprise is to be much commended. — 
It is not my purpose to enter into a lengthy dissertation 
upon this “ social evil,” yet such a dissertation would be 
by no means inappropriate, seeing how great is the evil of 
the opium habit, and how poor and insufficient the litera- 
ture bearing on its treatment and cure. No people so well 
know the uniform evil effects of opium-eating as the medi- 
cal fraternity. De Quincy and others have founded the 
pernicious notion among the laity that there is a something 
far more exhilarating, far more divine in the intoxication 
produced by opium than in the commoner intoxication of 


alcohol, 
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Few people, comparatively speaking, need look beyond 
personal experience to know that the poet has not been 
niggard of his coloring when singing the praises of the 
rosy juice. ‘The majority of mankind has too vividly 
imprinted in memory the clouded intellect, headache and 
nausea following bibulation to bow unqualified assent to 
_ the poet's ecstatic verses recounting the virtues of the 
‘‘generous wine.” On the contrary, happily, so far as we 
Americans are concerned, what the vast majority of us 
know of the opium habit is gained from hearsay, and is, as 
is well known by the doctor, unreal in the extreme. It 
has been my lot, like that of most practitioners, to come in 
contact with opium-eaters, and I will positively affirm that 
I have yet to see one who even approximated in his nature 
the “happy-go-lucky ” character of the drunkard. Opium- 
eating is a curse without any qualifying dispensation—a 
black cloud in a sunless life. Unlike alcohol, it cannot be 
said that its constant use improves the vital powers of the 
enfeebled. No debates as to its food-properties have ever 
been held. Itis simply a powerful drug, useful in time 
of great physical distress, and pernicious beyond the power 
of pen to portray when once it fastens itself upon the 
mortal frame as a daily necessity. 

To be able to cure the opium habit has been the laudable 
ambition of many a worthy doctor and the vaunted claim 
of many a blatant quack. 1 believe that so far as the liter- 
ature of medicine goes to-day we have no remedy with any 
claims whatsoever as a curative of this habit. Those doc- 
tors who have succeeded in reforming any of the victims, 
have, I believe I am safe in saying, done so by aiding the 

weak resolves of their patients with their own strong will 
‘and influence. If any medical man has yet discovered a 
cure for opium-eating, I am sure the medical world is not 
aware of it. 

Recent experience has led me, in view of the facts just 
stated, to hope that I have discovered a cure. What is it 
and how I came to use it may be briefly told as follows: In 
looking over the different remedies which various drug- 
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houses have kindly donated to the University Dispensary, 
I read upon the back of a bottle of fluid ext. of cocoa, made 
by Parke, Davis & Co., that this drug ‘‘ produces a gently- 
excitant effect, is asserted to support the strength for a 
considerable time without food; in large doses, produces 
a general excitation of the circulatory and nervous system, 
imparting increased vigor to the muscles as well as the 
intellect, with an indescribable feeling of satisfaction 
amounting altogether sometimes to a species of delirium, 
not followed by feelings of languor or depression,” etc., 
etc. At this time I was treating in private practice an 
obstinate case of cardiac irregularity, due to a somewhat 
dissolute life, and not amenable to either belladonna, digi- 
talis, or tonics. I started the patient on cocoa. From 
dropping one beat in every four, his heart went, with 
increased doses of the drug, to one in seven, one in twen- 
ty-one, one in thirty-eight, and finally a cure. The abso- 
lute relief and cheer that a good, big dose of cocoa imparted 
to this patient were wonderful to observe. I had hardly 
begun with this case before a similar but even worse case 
of cardiac exhaustion, with irregular action, offered at the 
University Chest Clinic for treatment. To be brief, he 
got cocoa and got well. In both cases hypochondriasis was 
a marked symptom, and was speedily cured. 

In March last I was sent for in great haste by the pro- 
prietor of a neighboring saloon, and on my arrival was 
told that ‘‘a chap” had just gone to his room in a fearful 
fix. ‘*‘ He looks,” said the publican, ‘‘as if he had been 
on a terrible spree, and needs a doctor mighty bad.” I 
was shown to the gentleman’s room, and was struck at once 
by his peculiar appearance. He told me frankly that he 
was an opium-eater, that he had not taken a drink for 
months; but that this morning, feeling so badly from 
morphine, he had gone to the saloon and taken a brandy 
cocktail, which, however, did not stick. He protested that 
he was dying, and altogether was in a sorry plight. I 
subsequently learned his dose was three grains of norphine 
several times a day. I tried various remedies for a day or 
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two, and by moral suasion got him to reduce the dose very 
materially, but much to his discomfort. About the third 
day of my attention I bethought myself of the cocoa and 
ordered it for hi.r. Imagine my surprise upon meeting 
him the next day with fine spirits and a record of only one- 
fourth of a grain of morphine taken since my last call. 
This was the end of the case. Hetook the cocoa for some 
days, and entirely broke off from opium. His statement 
was that whenever he felt depressed or bad he took a good, 
- big dose of the medicine, and in a few moments was all 
right. 

My second case was so striking in its results and is so 
recent that I hardly feel justified in reporting it. It is as 
follows: Upon the 18th of the present month a gentleman 
sent forme. I found him in bed, looking like a consump- 
tive. He at once told me that he was an opium-eater, and 
that he had reached a point where thirty grains of morphine 
daily were necessary to supply the cravings of his perverted 
nature. He said that he was now trying to break off, and 
wanted me to help him. I told him of what the cocoa had 
done, and with a few cheerful words prescribed ‘it for him. 
The next day I found him still taking morphine, although 
in small doses, as he had not been able to find the cocoa. 
Upon the following day he had but one dose of morphine 
in eighteen hours (one-fourth grain) and plenty of cocoa. 
He was hopeful and cheerful. The next day I failed to 
see him, and on calling the day following the servant met 
me at the door with the statement that he was well, and 
had gone down street. This much I can say for the last 
case, that when I last saw him he looked like another man, 
so light and cheerful was his face and so free from the 
evidences of opium. | 

These are very brief and slender claims upon which to 
base a claim of discovery; and, while 1 might supplement 
them by several cases of ordinary hypochondriasis relieved 
by the agent in question, I do not deem it worth while, as 
my only desire is to direct professional attention to the ad- 
ministration of cocoa in the treatment of the opium habit. 
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Erythroxyion cocoa is a native of the eastern slope of 
the Andes. It is cultivated in the tropical valleys of 
Bolivia and Peru. The greatest care is given to its culture 
by the natives. An idea of its importance as an agricul- 
tural product may be gained from the fact that the duties 
upon cocoa in Peru amount yearly to $400,000. The 
Peruvians are pre-eminently a despondent, an unhappy 
race, and cocoa is their balm. ‘To them it is a relic of 
departed days of glory, and under its benign influence 
they enjoy in dream and delirium the halcyon days of 
Monco Capac. 

Prof. Steele, of the American Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion, from whose articles upon cocoa I glean these facts, 
says: ‘‘ Cocoa is both salutary and nutritious; in fact, the 
best gift the Creator could have bestowed upon the unfor- 
tunate Indians. They always carry a bag off leaves 
suspended from their necks, upon which they draw three 
times a day with as much pleasure and ‘delight as a con- 
noisseur'in tobacco smokes a fragrant*Havana. * It imparts 
brilliancy to the eye and a more animated expression to 
the features, agility to the step and a general appearance 
of animation and content.” Indeed, one can scarcely read 
Prof. Steele’s article without wishing to test the virtues of 
this great antidote for the blues. The ordinary dose for 
adults of the fluid extract is a teaspoonful. 


Fatal Herniotomy. 

Two cases of herniotomy, fatal in consequence of hem- 
orrhage from abnormally distributed obturator arteries, 
are reported to have been observed at the Sussex County 
Hospital (Brit. Med. Fourn., May 8, 1880). Case I was 
that of a woman aged 62, who had a swelling in the left 
groin for four months. When first seen she was in a 
collapsed condition, with dry, brown tongue, and frequent 
stercoraceous vomiting; pulse 100, feeble. Her expression 
was anxious: she complained of pain at the umbilicus; 
there was a small hard swelling at the left femoral ring, 
without impulse on coughing, A few days after admission, 
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herniotomy was performed. A small knuckle of intestine 
was found very tightly constricted at Gimbernat's ligament, 
the ligament was incised, but, before the bowel could be 
reduced, a second stricture, formed by the sae itself, had 
to be divided. When Gimbernat’s ligament was divided, 
free bleeding occurred, but this was apparently controlled 
without difficulty. The day after the operation, some 
hemorrhage was detected from the wound, and, as it could 
not’ be controlled, the wound was again opened and the 
bleeding point searched for, but without success. The 
patient gradually sank, and died on the third day after 
the operation. At the necropsy the neighborhood of the 
wound of incision was found infiltrated with blood, which 
extended beneath the peritoneum, as high as the umbilicus. 
The hemorrhage was found to proceed from the complete 
division of the obturator artery, which arose from the 
external iliac in common with the epigastric, and crossed 
over the femoral sheath and along the inner margin of the 
crural ring. 

Case II was that of a woman aged 64, who had had a 
rupture five or six years, but had always been able to 
return it herself. She had never worn a truss. On ad- 
mission, four days,after her inability to return it, there 
was a hard swelling, about the size of a walnut, in the 
position of the femoral ring, without impulse, and irre- 
ducible. Soon after adthixssion, she vomited a*material 
exactly resembling thick liquid forces in appearance and ~ 
smell. Herniotomy was performed under anezsthetic mix- 
ture. A small knuckle of bowel and a piece of omentum: 
which were found in the sac in a somewhat congested 
condition, were returned without difficulty, only a very 
slight nick in Gimbernat’s ligament being needed to relieve 
the stricture. No hemorrhage occurred ‘atithe time of 
operation. She was apparently much relieved by the 
operation, and passed a ,good night, but the following 
evening she began to complain of a frequent desire to 
micturate, and of some tenderness of the abdomen, 
and on the day but one after the operation she 
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showed signs of severe collapse, and vomiting recom- 
menced. ‘The collapse increased, and she died early the 
following morning. There was no hemorrhage from the 
wound after the operation. At the necropsy, eight hours 
after death, the wound was found healthy in appearance 
externally, without any ecchymosis of the surrounding 
skin, but on opening it out some clotted blood appeared, 
and on tracing this back, a large mass of clot was found 
in the subperitoneal tissues surrounding the wound, and 
in the neighboring parts of the pelvis. It was found that 
the obturator artery, which arose from the external iliac in 
common with the epigastric and passed over the crural 
ring on its course to the pelvis, had been partially divided, 
probably at the time when Gimbernat’s ligament was 


‘nicked. ‘The obturator artery on the opposite side did 


not arise from the external iliac, and was probably normal 
in origin. ‘The reporter added that the interest of the two 
cases centered, of course, in the abnormal distribution of 
the obturator artery, in each case the cause of death being 
its accidental division, which was in the one case partial, 
in the other complete. 


Tapping Pulmonary Cavities. 

Dr. Thompson, of London, in a paper on this subject — 
(Virginia Med. Monthly, June, 1880), makes the following 
remarks: Pulmonary cavities may be broadly classed into 
two groups; 1, those which are found in the upper lobe of 
the lung, and which may be denominated phthzsical; and 
2, those which are formed in the base of the lung, and 


_which are generally pxeumonic. The first group—apicial 


or phthisical cavities—occupy preferably the upper lobe, 
secrete (?) matter of a peculiar nature, non-fetid, septic, 
but seldom distinctly purulent, although under the micro- 
scope degenerated pus-cells may be found. The peculiar | 
characteristic nature of the matter is shown by its prop- 
erty of producing tubercular infection ,when locally applied 
to pulmonary tissue. The second group—basic or pneu- 
monic cavities—occupy only the lower parts of the lung, 
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secrete a purulent, often a gangrenous matter, of over- 
powering fetor, which, when transferred to other parts of 
the lungs, results, not in tubercule, but in pus. The first 
kind of cavity is invariably associated with firm and com- 
plete adhesions of the pleural surfaces in the neighborhood 
of the cavity. With thesecond form of cavity the adhesions 
are by no means so complete: bands of fibres may only tie 
down the opposite pleural surfaces, or the cavity may be 
associated with an empyema and absence of adhesion—a 
condition by no means rare. An illustrative case is then 
cited, and after some further considerations the following 
conclusions are presented: 1. Except for, the introduction 
of local remedies, the puncture of an apex cavity can hardly 
be expected to lead to any good result. 2. The puncture 
of a basic cavity is demanded if the secretion be fetid, pro- 
vided there are reasonable grounds for supposing that the 
pleural surfaces in the neighborhood of the cavity are suffi- | 
ciently adherent to prevent artificial pneumo-thorax. 3. 
The advantages to be gained by the operation are the 
ventilation of the cavity and the diminution of fetor, and 
especially the prevontion of matter passing over to, and 
infecting the sound lung. | 


Points in the Surgery of the Urinary Organs Which Every Practitioner 
Ought to Know. 

The first point was that retention of the urine in children 
was always caused by a stone unless there is some mechan- 
ical obstruction in the escape of urine, such as a contracted 
meatus or tight foreskin. Second point—That incontinence 
of urine which is diurnal as well as nocturnal may be 
caused by a calculus impacted in the deeper portions of 
the urethra. He explained how it was that in one case a 
stone would give rise to retention, and in another to incon- 
tinence. When a calculus was at the meatus internus it 
was accurately and firmly embraced by the sphincter, so 
that no urine could escape. When, however, the stone 
advanced half an inch further forwards, it acted .as a gag 

and prevented the sphincter from closing, so that the water 
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dribbled away along the sinuosities in the calculus. Third 
point—That incontinence of urine in boys may be caused 
by a congenitally-contracted meatus. If the urine could 
not escape freely in the act of micturition, reflex irritation 
was set up, and dribbling took place. Fourth point—That 
dribbling of urine in men signifies retention, not inconti- 
nence. He explained the apparent paradox, showing how 
in cases of enlarged prostrate or stricture, the patient 
always left some urine behind after each action of mictu- 
rition, which gradually accumulated, the over-distended 
bladder not being able to contract on its contents, the 
action of the sphincter being still perfect. At last, how- 
ever, the stricture became weakened a little by the great 
pressure, and leakage followed, so that the urine was 
always dribbling away. Fifth point—That if, when a 
catheter was passed to a man the urine was expelled with 
greater pain and violence, not only through the instrument, 
but in streams by its side, there must be calculus impacted 
in the deeper portions of the urethra. Sixth point—That 
it is not possible to empty every man’s bladder with a 
catheter, as the organ is sometimes sacculated. Seventh 


‘point—That a gleet of more than six months’ duration 


means an incipient stricture. EHKighth point—Behind an 
enlarged prostrate always suspect a stone, as there are in 
that complaint all the conditions present for the local 
formation of calculus. Ninth point—If a man who com- 
plains of painful and frequent micturition is worse in the 
day than at night he most likely has a stone. Prostatic 
cases were very much worse at night than in the day, 
whereas calculus were most comfortable whilst in bed, but 
when they moved about in the day they suffered greatly 
from the movements impressed on the stone. Tenth 
point—When a man who complained of frequent and pain- 
ful micturition was very much worse when riding in a 
vehicle or on a horse, he most probably suffered from 
stone. The explanations in the former point applied 
exactly to this also. Eleventh point—Before delivering a 
child see that the mother’s bladder is empty, Twelfth 
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point—If a woman has retention of urine after childbirth, 
she ought to be relieved with an elastic olivary catheter, 
the interior of which was completely filled by a bougie. 
For the want of this precaution the catheter often became 
plugged with mucus, and cystitis was set up by the nurse's 
ineffectual attempts to withdraw the urine. 


Statistics of 250 Cases of Cancer of the Breast. 

Dr. Oldekop publishes an extended report of 250 cases 
of carcinoma of the mamma, which were treated in Prof, 
Ksmarch’s wards in Kiel between the years 1850 and 1878. 
Of these cases, 21 were not operated on. Of the remaining 
229, 23 died in consequence of the operation; in 109 the 
tumors returned; in 43 the tumors did not recur, some of | 
these patients being still alive, while others have died of 
intercurrent diseases; in 54 the patients were lost sight of 
after they left the hospital. The majority of the patients — 
were between 46 and 50 years of age; the average age at 
which the disease first made its appearance was 48.4 years. 
Of the patients, 208 were married, and 30 single. Of 103 
who had borne children,. 36 had suffered from puerperal 
mastitis. In 9 cases the tumor developed from nodules 
left by previous mastitis. The statements with regard to 
previous injury were uncertain. The cancer affected the | 
right breast in 123 cases, and the left in 102. The upper 
and outer half of the gland was most frequently affected. 
In 11 cases hereditary predisposition existed, and in 60 
cases it could be positively excluded. In 31 cases in which 
the axillary glands were not involved, the’average duration 
of life after the operation was 45.1 months; period of free- 
dom from relapse, 6 months. In 57 cases in which the 
glands were involved, the average duration of life after 
the operation was 34.8 months; period of freedom from 
relapse, 2.5 months. The average duration of life from 
the first appearance of the disease was, in the cases not 
operated on, 22.6 months, and in the cases operated on, 
38.1 months. On 225 patients, 287 operations were 
performed, with 23 deaths. Out of 184 operations 
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performed before the introduction of Lister’s method, 
there were 16 deaths, a mortality of 9.1 per cent. The 
average period of convalescence was formerly 5.2 weeks, 
but after the adoption of Lister’s method it fell to 4.6 
weeks. In 40.9 % of the patients the entire mamma with 
the glands was removed (mortality, 13 %). Of the 23 
deaths from the operation, 12 were due to accidental sur- 
gical diseases, 4 to collapse and secondary hemorrhage, 1 
to pneumonia, and 6 to causes that could not be clearly 
ascertained. Erysipelas occurred 15 times, and proved 
fatal in 5 cases. In 46.4 % of the cases recurrent tumors 
appeared within the first three months after the operation, 
after that period the recurrences diminished steadily in 
frequency, and after one year they only occurred in 18 
cases, or 16%. A reappearance of the tumor after three 


years’ interval was only observed in one case, and in that 


there was some room for doubt. Hence three years may 
be regarded as the limit for the appearance of recurrent 
tumors. If this be accepted as correct, 23 of Esmarch’s 
cases may be regarded as definitely cured. The seat of 
recurrence was far more frequently the cicatrix than the 
axilla; and when the operation was limited to the removal 


of axillary glands, the recurrent tumors generally appeared 


in the axilla. Dr. Oldekop concludes his paper with brief 
synopses of the histories of the 250 cases. 


State Societies. 
ILLINOIS. 


The State Eclectic Medical Association met in Spring- 
field, June 2d and 3d. The attendance was not so large 
as usual, but the session was interesting and profitable. 
An interesting paper on the subject of insanity was read 
by Prof. E. Younkin, of St. Louis. The report on surgery 
by Dr. W. W. Houser, of Lincoln, was devoted to the 
treatment of fractures, and advocated the plaster-of-paris 
dressing. Dr. H. Wohlgemuth read a paper on zymotic 
diseases. The morning session of the second day was set 


apart for the general discussion of scarlet fever. Dr. W. . 
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Hope Davis made some rématke upon malarial diseases, 
and was requested to furnish a paper on that subject to 
the publication committee. 

Dr. Clark, of Taylorsville, offered the following resolu- 
tion: Resolved, That we regard the indiscriminate use of 
alcoholic stimulants as a medicine to be dangerous; and 
that we will do all in our power to discourage their use. 
After considerable discussion the resolution was adopted. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 


President—Dr. F. P. Antle, of Petersburg. 

First Vice President—Dr. George of La 
Harpe. 

Second Vice President—Dr. M. 8S. Clyde, of Mt. Olive. 

Treasurer—Dr. R. F. Bennett, of Litchfield, by accla- — 
mation. 

Recording Secretary—Dr. A. Simmons, of Girard. 

Corresponding Secretary—Dr. A. B. Simmons, of Mor- 
risonville. 


Springfield was chosen as the next place of meeting. 


NEBRASKA. 


The Nebraska State Eclectic Medical Association met at 
Omaha, June 8th. The committee having under consid- 
eration the establishment of a medical college reported 
progress and was continued. 

The Committee on Medical Legislation reported that 
they had a bill prepared to present to the Legislature for 
the purpose of regulating the practice of medicine in the 
State of Nebraska. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President, .[ra Vancamp, M.D., of Qmaha. Vice Presi- 
dent, J. H. Woodward, of Sewied. Secretary, RK. S. 
Grimes, M.D., of Lincoln. Corresponding Secretary, J. 
Shaw, M.D., of Seward. Treasurer, Charles Band, M.D.. 
of Crete. Board of Censors—A. L. Root, M.D.. of Eight 
~ Mile Grove; M. J. Gilkerson, M.D., of Tekamah, and H. 
Y. Bates, M.D., of Sarpy Centre. 

Several iutevesting papers were read by Drs. Latta, 
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Grimes, Nichols, Root and others, and a ihiiialee of clin- 
ical cases were discussed. 

The following delegates were elected to attend the 
National Association, which was held at Chicago, on the 
16th, 17th and 18th of June: Drs. W. S. Latta, I. Van- 
camp, R. B. Morton, H. J. Gilkerson, HE. L. Siggins and 
Charles Band. 

On motion, a vote of thanks was tendered to the various ~ 
railroads in the State for a reduction of fare; also to the 
retiring officers of the Association. A vote of thanks was 
also tendered to William S. Merrill & Co., of Cincinnati, 
through their agent, W. G. Taylor, for their constant 
effort to keep before the profession reliable preparations, 
both old and new, and especially for their green-plant 
fluid extracts, which we as a body recommend. 

The Association adjourned to meet at Wahoo, July 9th, 
1880. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


_ The annual meeting of the Massachusetts Lclectic 
Medical Society was held at the Revere House, Boston, 
June 3d and 4th, the President, E. E. Spencer, M.D., in 
the chair. There was a large attendance and several new 
members were admitted. The finances of the society are 
in good condition. The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, John Perrins, M.D., of Bos- 
ton Highlands; Vice President, N. Jewett, M.D., of Ash- 
burnham; Corresponding Secretary, J. D. Young, M.D., 
of Lawrence; Recording Secretary, A. L. Chase, M.D., 
of Randolph; Treasurer, J. W. Towne, M.D., of Charles- 
town, Librarian, J. D. Mason, M.D., of Boston; Coun- 
cilors, Drs. C. E. Miles, G. H. Merkell, F. L. Gerald, C. 
Lloyd and Joseph Jackson. An essay was read by N. 
Jewett, M.D., of Ashburnham; subject, ‘‘The Lympathic 
System.” 

At the afternoon session, the newly elected President, 
John Perrins, M.D., took the chair. Essays were read by 


Dr. F. L. Gerald, of Hyde Park; subject, ‘‘'The Pathology 


and Therapeutics of Puerperal Fever,” and KH. A. Allen, 


\ 
282 THE CALIFORNIA MEDICAL JOURNAL. 
J 

| 


STATE SOCIETIES. 


M.D., of Randolph; subject, ‘‘ Typhoid Fever,” with notes 
from his practice. Dr. Frith, of the Academy of Medicine, 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., was introduced to the society and 
presented an essay entitled, ‘‘Shall distinctive names be 
used to classify practitioners of medicine of different 
schools?” All the essays were fully discussed by the 
members present. 

The session was continued at the Revere House Friday 
forenoon, Dr. John Perrins, of Boston, presiding. Dr. 
Wares, of Haverhill, presented a very interesting essay on 
the action of the Veratrum Viride, the greater part of the 
session being given up to the lengthy discussion of the 
subject following the reading of the paper, in which Drs. 
Griswold and Smith, of New York, and R. W. Geddes, 
Andrews, Gerald, Lloyd and others participated. Reso- 
lutions of respect were adopted for the deceased members, 
Dr. Henry 8. Dearborn, of Amesbury, Mass., and Prof. 
Paul W. Allen, of New York. 

At 1 o’clock, the orator of the day, Milbrey Green, M. 
D., of Boston Highlands, delivered the annual oration, his — 
subject being “‘ Obstetrics and Gynecology in America.” 

The following physicians were appointed delegates to 
the National Eclectic Medical Association, which held its 
annual meeting at Chicago on the 16th, 17th and 18th inst. ; 
Drs. Allen, Geddes, Newton, Gerald, N. Jewett, Spencer 
and Mason. The society then adjourned. 

The Executive Committee met at 5 P.M., and it was voted 
that the next annual and semi-annual meetings be held in 
Boston; that Dr. Milbrey Green be Anniversary Chairman; 
Anniversary Committee, Drs. Green, Jackson and Bills; 
Publication Committee, Drs. Miles, Green, Town and 
Chase; Auditing Committee, Drs. Joseph Jackson and 8. 
C. Arms; Committee on Essayists, Drs. Gerald and Chase. 
Delegates to the following State societies were appointed: 
Maine, Drs. M. Dickins and Carswell; New Hampshire, 
Drs. Geddes and Marston; Vermont, Drs. A. Jewett, Jr., 
and Wyman; Connecticut, Drs. West and Buxton; New 
York, Drs. Andrews and Lloyd; Ohio, Drs. Green and 
Gerald. 
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INDIANA. 


[Abstracts from the proceedings of the meeting held at 
Indianapolis, May 12, 1880. | 


The President appointed as a. Board of Censors, Drs. D. 

Lesh, D. P. Kennedy, KE. Hubbard, C. P. Perry and C. 
H. Abbott, to whom the credentials and applications of 
persons desiring admission were referred. ‘The Board 
reported favorably the following persons as having good 
credentials and being worthy: Drs. J. J. Burton, Royal 
Center; John L. Lehman, Fort Branch; George W. Ham- 
sher, of Greenfield, and John A. Henning, of Red Key. 
- The Association was called to order at 2 o’clock P.M., 
and after roll call and the reading of the morning session 
by Secretary Pickerill, the President, J. B. Shultz, deliv- 
ering the following annual address: 


To the Members of this Association—lt affords me pleas- 
ure at this, the sixteenth anniversary of our association, 
to exchange congratulations with you, and in conformity 
with an established rule of this and all associations, I offer 
a few remarks, hoping they will be received in the same 
kindred spirit as administered. 

An occasion of this kind should, and undoubtedly does, 
excite the deepest feelings of professional pride of which 
our minds is capable. I for one am quite willing to admit 
that it is difficult for me to express my emotion before a 
public audience. The thoughts that swell in my bosom 
are undoubtedly of the same form and pattern as of those 
with whom I am associated here to-day, You have not 
met here to-day as men who are just launching out in some 
untried fields, some new scheming enterprises, but as 
representatives of a profession that stands in front for all 
that is good and great. It requires no prophetic talent to 
insure a reward for our associated labors. And were it 
possible for me to do this, 1 would speak words that would 
have a tendency to impress into the minds of us all a truer 
and higher idea of our profession, and the associated 
conditions and benefits connected with it. 
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It is expected of us to be always ready to carry out the 
teachings we profess to have received, and to that end we 
should hold ourselves in readiness to maintain, by not onl} 
practice, but sound reasoning, the profession we have 
adopted. I trust that each member connected with this 
Association will endeavor steadily to exalt the standard of 
professional and scientific attainment, to advauce correct 
ideas, and elevate mankind, morally and intellectually, as 
well as physically. The purpose of our association is ‘‘to 
maintain organized co-operation between physicians, for 
the purpose of promoting the art and science of medicine 
and surgery, and the dissemination of beneficial knowledge 
and improved practice of medicine.” If you will labor in 
season and out of season to exalt the standard of medical 
education among the laity as well as the profession, there 
will not exist that extreme necessity for a medical bill in 
our well medicated State as now exists. It is estimated, 
from reliable statistics, that there are now over 40,000 
physicians in these United States. What an army were 
we all assembled; and what a battle, were not some dis- 
posed to be more courteous and less jealous of their 
professional brethren. For, to my observation. the differ- 
ence of opinion and qualifications among physicians, in 
whatever school, lies as much in their jealousy and unpro- 
fessional conduct as in their orthodox platforms. I, too, 
am willing to admit that in localities where Eclectism is 
popular, many impostors, with more cheek than education: 
more impudence than brains, thrust themselves forward 
as Eclectic physicians. Such persons should be more 


stringently dealt with by members of this Association and. 


all honorable Eclectics than we have been by the so-called 
regular profession. But to return to my statistical report, 
that 40,000 physicians are at work in this land, with only 
half of that number having received a collegiate course, 
and many of them, perhaps, only a partial course. I think 
this subject demands professional attention. We must 
admit that college halls and theoretical lectures will not in 
all cases make skillful and well-qualified practitioners of 
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medicine and surgery. And, again, that many who have 
not had the advantage of either are very successful. Yet 
the general rule holds good—that a thorough medical 
education—an education that teaches us how to discover, 
determine, advise and instruct in the proper administra- 
tion of medicine and regimen of the sick, with an enlight- 
ened view of restoring them to health—is necessary, and 
we hail with delight the steps our colleges have taken in 
this direction by increasing the length of their terms, and 
edding more stringent requirements before graduation. 
One of the avenues that science and experience teaches 
would do more‘to propagate health, is left entirely open 
and unprotected. We may advise and teach, but unless 
legislative action steps forward to prevent the consumptive, 
the scrofulous, the syphilitic and epileptic from propa- 
gating their species and bringjng forth into the world to 
again multiply untold suffering and disease, what chance 
do we have to improve the physical condition of mankind, 
and where. as a species, are we degenerating to? I predict 
that before the close of the nineteenth centnry—a century 
that has done more to advance science and art than centu- 
ries before—that some active and intelligent legislation on 
this subject will be adopted. 


* * * % 


Before closing, allow me to wish you many pleasant 
returns of this, the anniversary of our association. And 
as often as it shall return, may it find you and yours happy, 
and Eclecticism prosperous; and when our labors have 
ceased, our mission filled, the silent river crossed where 
no physicians are needed, yet all will go, may this anni- 
versary still return to find those who shall labor after us 
a united and prosperous Association, increasing in num- 
bers, knowledge and all Christian virtues—-in this glorious 
republic of ours, blest of heaven, where no head wears a 
crown and no waves a scepter. 


The address was received, and a vote of thanks tendered 
the President. 
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Dr. H. H. McCabe, of Indianapolis, read a very able 
paper on ‘‘ Diphtheria.” 


Dr. C. L. Russell, President of the Ohio Eclectic Medi- 
cal Society, was, on motion of Dr. Curyer, made au 
honorary member, and invited to a seat on the floor. 


Dr. W. F. Curyer, of Thorntown, then delivered a 
valuable treatise, which was highly commended by all the 
physicians present, on the subject of ‘‘Criminal Abortion.” 


OHIO. 


The meeting of the Ohio Medical Association was held 
at Springfield, May 5, 1880. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing year: 
President—L. E. Russell, M.D., Springfield. 


First Vice President—H. E. Springstein, M.D., Cleve- 
land. 


Second Vice President—W. T. Gemmil, M.D., Forest. 


Recording Secretary—W. P. Madden, M.D., Cedarville. 


Corresponding eo H. Potter, M.D., Ham- 
ilton. 


Treasurer—- James Anton, M.D., Lebanon. 


Fifteen delegates were appointed to the National Con- 
vention at Chicago. 


VERMONT. 


The Vermont Eclectic Medical Society began its fifteenth 
annual meeting at the State House, in Montpelier, a few 
days ago. W. F. Templeton, M.D., of Glover, President, 
having called the meeting to order, the Secretary called 
the roll, showing about forty members of the society. 
Upon a call for delegates, Prof. Samuel:E. Mortimore, 
professor of,'anatomy_at “the Eclectic Medical College, 
New York, presented his credentials as delegate from the 
New York County Society, and Prof. Robert Safford 
Newton, Jr., as a delegate from trustees of the college 
mentioned; both were received. The treasurer’s report 
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showed a small balance in the treasury, after paying all 
expenses. Dr. M. McClearn, of Boston, from the com- 
mittee appointed at the last meeting to see about a proper 
certificate for the society to give its members upon admis- 
sion, reported by exhibiting a draft of a beautiful steel 
engraved certificate, which, after some discussion, it was 


voted to accept; and if the certificates, when engraved, do 


justice to the plan, the society will have reason to be proud 
of their diploma of membership. 


At the afternoon session, Dr. L. L. J. Prevost, of Water- 
bury, and Dr. A. D. Ayer, of Winhall, presented their 
diplomas, and were elected members. lL. S. Arnold, of 
Londonderry, and J. Coburn, of Washington, were exam- 
ined by the Board of Censors, but an unfavorable report 
was made, and they were rejected for membership. The 
President appointed as committee to nominate officers for 
the ensuing year, Drs. G. C. Washburu, J. M. Templeton 
and J. W. Marsh, After a long consultation, they pre- 
sented the following report: 


President—W. F. Templeton, M.D., Glover. 


Vice Presidents—J. W. Marsh, M.D., Factory Point; 


George K. Bagley, M.D., Chelsea, and Frank H. Bascom, 
Montpelier. 


Secretary and EK. ‘Templeton, M.D., 
Montpelier. 


Librarian—J. M. Templeton, M.D., Montpelier. 


Censors—George H. Gray, M.D., Hast Calais; W. R. 
Woodward, M.D., Londonderry; 8. George Soules, M.D., 
Hardwick. 


H. E. Templeton, M.D., positively refused to allow his 
name to be used for secretary and treasurer, and the matter 
was recommitted to the committee, who substituted the 
name of George H. Gray, M.D., of Calais, for that office, 
after which the report was adopted, and the officers 
elected. 
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